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The International. Training Programme on Rural Tourism for Integrated Rural

Development was held over 9 days, from 9 to 17 October 2024, in Penang, Malaysia, through a

collaboration between INFRA and CIRDAP. The programme aimed to share Malaysia’s expertise,

encourage CIRDAP member countries to unlock the potential of rural tourism, raise awareness about

rural tourism and integrated rural development, and promote an understanding of ecological

diversity and environmental conservation. Designed for government officials from member countries,

the programme explored rural tourism as a driving force for hoLstic development across economic,

social, and environmental sectors. Participants from 13 countries, including Bangladesh, Fiji, India,

Indonesia, Iran, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Thailand, and Vietnam. Activities

included Country Report presentations, expert lectures, field visits, action plan development and

presentations, and cultural exchanges, all focusing on sustainable rural tourism, community

empowerment and the preservation of local culture.
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