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The TC Regional Project RAS/5/097 “Strengthening and Harmonizing Surveillance and
Suppression of Fruit Flies” aims to support Member States in the region to adapt national
Integrated Pest Management (including SIT) strategies for fruit fly control based on pre-season,
in-season and post-harvest techniques, and to strengthen networking among the countries.
To achieve this objective, this project will focus on capacity building in the detection, surveillance,
monitoring, management, and suppression of invasive and native fruit fly species through
integration of SIT with other suppression methods. Fruit flies (Diptera: Tephritidae) are among the most
destructive and economically important pests attacking soft fruits and fleshy vegetables around
the world. The Bactrocera species are particularly important in South Asia, Southeast Asia, and
the Pacific Islands region, and many of them are documented invaders (invasive) and rank high
on quarantine lists worldwide. Countries in this region are suffering major economic losses from
infestations of tropical fruit flies, not only because of yield losses by direct damage to fruits and
vegetables, but also because of the serious losses in trade value due to international and regional
quarantine trade restrictions. Although for some small farmers, the home-produced fruit and
vegetables are not a significant element in household monetary income, they are important to the
household’s health and wellbeing (food security), as home gardens are the only affordable source
of fresh fruit and vegetables on the island. In addition, the overuse of chemical pesticides leads to
a potential risk for producers, consumers, and the environment, and affects the export of fresh fruits
and vegetables. The sterile insect technique (SIT) is an environmentally friendly method of pest control
and was successfully implemented in fruit fly management worldwide. However, SIT is not a standalone
method and should be integrated into area-wide integrated pest management (AW-IPM)
programmes with other methods such as the bait application technique (BAT), male annihilation
technique (MAT), etc. Prior to the implementation of SIT, the surveillance trapping network should be
established for collection of baseline data, monitoring of the pest population, and detection of
the invasive fruit flies.

The training course will consist of presentations and lectures on Area-wide Integrated Pest
Management (AW-IPM) approach including Sterile Insect Techniques (SIT) and Male Annihilation
Technique (MAT) in the management of fruit flies. The training course will have appropriate time
allocation for panel discussions and exercises on key issues identified as important in the framework
of the training course subject. Evaluation of the training course will take place at the end of the event

and certificate will be awarded to the successful participants.
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* Spinosad: low toxicity
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